FRIENDS
OF
ROYAL
LAKE

MEET THE FORL
LEADERSHIP TEAM

PROJECTS: PAST,
PRESENT, FUTURE

ABOUT THE BEAVERS
AT ROYAL LAKE

MEETING AHEAD
Friends of Royal
Lake Community
Meeting
February 20,
(2/27 snowdate)
7:00-8:30pm
Laurel Ridge
Elementary School
CSS Program
multipurpose
room....
WE NEED YOU!
Volunteers dig in on a project
made possible with FCPA
support

SARAH FRANCIA is a Foreign Service Officer who chose Northern Virginia
as her family base and, happily, ended up living in KPW. Since retiring
she has quietly worked in volunteer positions including with FORL to
support this beautiful neighborhood which has given her so much
pleasure.

FORL CALENDAR OF EVENTS
ROAD RAIDERS meets on the second Saturday each month at
7.30-8AM (only); the next dates are Feb.9 and March 9; for more
information contact Tom McCook: trmccook@gmail.com
---------------------------------------------------INVASIVE MANAGEMENT WORKDAYS are posted on the FCPA
Website Calendar. Check the site for workdays coming up in the
next few weeks. (https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks)
Community service opportunities!!!
---------------------------------------------------ROYAL LAKE PARKS' SPRING CLEANUP: April 27 (tentative)
----------------------------------------------------Watch for a FUTURE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST: details TBA

VOLUNTEERS WORK ON THE ROYAL
LAKE TRAIL
by Andy Karp
karpandy7@gmail.com
Last Fall, an intrepid team of 12
volunteers, organized by Paul Gross
and Sarah Lennon, worked to improve an area notoriously prone to
flooding near the pedestrian bridge
that goes over Rabbit Branch not far
from Lakeside Park’s parking lot.
Rain made it difficult to walk the trail
by anyone unprepared to wade
through water and mud. Some
volunteers formed a wheelbarrow
brigade to move the crushed stone to
the maintenance site; others spread
the material across the trail and
ensured the grade of the trail would
facilitate drainage.
Three weeks after this work was
completed, a heavy rain caused the
Rabbit Branch to overflow this section
of trail. Since the trail is now higher
with a drainage canal to take water
away from this area, water did not
collect and the trail dried out sooner
than it did prior to this project.

The work of this small
group of dedicated volunteers to repair this
section of the trail will
benefit the hundreds of
people who use the loop
trail throughout the year.
Friends of Royal Lake
extend a heartfelt THANK
YOU to all the volunteers
who helped make this
project a success!
FORL is planning a series
of trail maintenance days
in 2019 to address other
parts of the trail requiring
maintenance. Keep an eye
on this newsletter and on
the Kings Park West newsletter for more information
about these events. We
hope to see even more
volunteers taking part!

WHAT THE BEAVERS ARE UP TO AT ROYAL LAKE
NATURALIST GREG SYKES EXPLAINS:
The beavers at Royal Lake prefer to
establish their lodge near one of the two
main tributaries. Since settling by
Shane's Creek, the beaver activity is
obvious, especially gnawed trees and
shrubs by the shore and boat ramp's
hillside. This sort of tree felling is
perfectly normal in riparian habitats.
Filling their ecological niche, the beaver
help to create healthy transition zones
between wetlands and forests.

Looks alarming but....

Since humans purged many beavers
from this area long ago, some people
today do not know how the land/water
interfaces should actually look. Many
transitional woody trees such as Silky
Dogwood, River Birch, Sycamore and
Black Willow thrive under the beavers'
pruning. An opened canopy enables
marsh plants to flourish.
Sometimes people feel inclined to prevent
beavers' activity but the best policy is to
let these animals freely interact with their
environment. They also help control nonnative invasive species on the
management target list!

Still a Friend..........

Comments? Suggestions?
Ideas?
e-mail Suzanne at
jewelboxgardensbysuzanne
@gmail.com

Many folks already enjoy the transformations brought by North America's
largest rodent.
For more information, read "A Tribute
to Beavers" on Greg's website:
http://www.grsykes.com/pdf/ecoarticles/12c_2008-12.pdf.
greg@grsykes.com

